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A festive community event was
held on Sunday, December 4.  It began
with a tree lighting ceremony in front
of St. Mary’s Hall on the grounds of
the Cultural Center. The tree lighting
was part of an annual event, “Lights of
Love” sponsored by the Virgie Hegg
Hospice Partners (VHHP). After the
tree lighting, the group proceeded to
the Tower Civic Center where members
of the Tower-Soudan Area Singers led
everyone in Chris tmas carols .
Refreshments and Christmas cookies

were served by the Tower Women’s
Civic Improvement Club and there was
a special stocking on the tree for each
child.

The Christmas tree for this event
was donated by the VHHP. This non-
profit organization offers support for
families and patients in need of hospice
care. The LVCC often teams with other
local organizations and was pleased
for the opportunity to host this com-
munity holiday event with the VHHP. 

LVCC hosts Christmas Tree
Lighting Ceremony and Party

Victorian Carriage House being completed . Note authen-
tic cedar shakes which are a copy of St. Mary's original
trim. They will also adorn the Lake Vermilion Cultural
Center in order to make the restoration as authentic as
possible. Volunteers needed this winter to cut and paint
many more of the fishtail trim pieces.

Over the summer volunteers came from near and far to
help with painting and other projects.  (from left)  Bruno
Mortara, from Italy; Marco Chinchilla, from Guatemala;
and Pastor Doug Workman, from Tower.

The walls have been built for the new Halunen Lobby addition
and the trusses are erected at the new Lake Vermilion Cultural
Center on Tower’s Main St. The addition will be enclosed and
work will continue in the main hall and lower level over the winter.
The historic stained glass windows are being restored and will be
reinstalled once the exterior is completed.

Up, up, and away

218.753.4100

(from left) LVCC President Linda Haugen, Charlie 
Carlson, and VHHP Chairperson Shawna Kishel.



Midsummer 2016: A great success
The annual Midsummer Celebration was

held on June 25 and was a huge success.  The
theme this year was France, the Voyageurs
and Native Americans.  This, the 6th
Midsummer Celebration, raised more money
than any prior Midsummer event. 

The day started with educational speakers
in the Tower Club Car. Bill Latady, curator of
the Bois Forte Museum, spoke on the fur
trade from the view point of the Bois Forte
Band on and around Lake Vermilion. Well-
known author, William Durbin, gave a his-
toric overview of the fur trade in the Lake
Vermilion area from the early 1700’s to the
mid 1800’s, including stories of the hardships
of the Voyageurs. The final speakers were
Jamie Brennan and Molly Olson of the Ely
Folk School. They brought arts and crafts of
the era and spoke about north woods skills,
past and present.  The speakers were part of
an ongoing effort by the LVCC to bring edu-
cational and cultural events and community-
based opportunities to Tower and the
surrounding area.

The annual gala Midsummer dinner and
program was held in the evening, at the
Tower Civic Center. There were many silent
auction items available for bidding during the
social hour. A wonderful meal of French
cuisine was served followed by opportunities
to bid on live auction items.  A delightful
musical program followed dinner. The
program highlighted music of the Voyageurs
and France and was sung mostly in French.
The Midsummer Singers are choristers from
the Twin Cities and from the Lake Vermilion
area. The program was directed by Janice
Kimes and narrated by Professor Bill Kimes. 

Next year’s Midsummer will be held on
June 17, 2017. The theme will be a departure
from the ethnic themes of past years but will
be very entertaining as all songs will be from
Broadway shows and in English. The
Midsummer Singers are ecstatic.  Mark your
calendars now for another fun event.  

County Commissioner Patrick Boyle of
Duluth and IRRRB Commissioner Mark
Phillips help auction a tour to Switzer-
land and France.  It was a sellout that
night to twenty-two lucky participants
who each donated $500 to the LVCC.

Author William Durbin spoke 
on the fur trade in the Lake
Vermilion region.

Julia Childs (aka Linda Haugen)
celebrates boiling fish as the
Midsummer Singers belt out
“Poisson” in French.

A group of board members and volunteers prepare to celebrate 
Midsummer. From left:  Julie Hooper, Becky Peterson, Marion Sederstrom,
Linda Haugen, Louise Gately, Nancy Larson and Carolyn Miner.

Bizet’s “Carmen” soloists from left:  Linda Bajan, 
Jennifer Boyle and Henry Dougherty



SAVE
THE
DATE

Summer and Fall Events Create Fun and Raise Funds

Above: On Aug. 9, twelve women enjoyed Tea on the Train aboard the Tower Club Car.  Seated, from
left:  Nancy Ernst, Florette Hujanen, Pauly Housenga, and Katie Walsh. Standing: Nancy Larson,
Louise Gately, Renee Holloway, Mona Jarnstrom, Jaynee Yocum, Linda Haugen, Becky Peterson and
Renee Aro.  The hostesses were LVCC board members Becky Peterson, Linda Haugen and Louise
Gately. The women bid on this event at the Midsummer gala and enjoyed party sandwiches, hot and
cold teas, and dessert.

Left: A pontoon ride with
beer and brats was auc-
tioned and the party was
held on the pontoon of
Peter and Elaine
McGillivray.  Front, from
left: Shelby Vaske, Captain
Peter McGillivray and Vicki
Lubben.  Back: Steve
Vaske, Renee Anderson,
Lee Anderson and Gary
Lubben. 

Right: On Sept. 29, Rev.
Lindsay Hardin Freeman
spoke on her award win-
ning book, “Bible Women:
All Their Words and Why
They Matter”.  Her book
represents the first time all
of the women of the Bible
and their words have been
documented.  The LVCC
co-hosted this event with
the Greenwood Seniors.

Above: Dan and Jane Johns
made the highest bid on the
beautiful condo in Lake
Placid, New York, owned by
Cheri and Dan Osborn. They
had a delightful trip in mid-
October at the peak of fall
color. They also made a side
trip to Montreal.  

June 17, 2017
Midsummer 
will feature

“Broadway Lights”

The annual Pancake Breakfast, co-hosted by the
LVCC and the Tower Civic Women’s Improvement
Club, has become a very popular 4th of July event.
From left, Karen Nichols, Rose Mazion and Virginia
Skarich helped serve over 400 people.

Breakfast chefs Gary Haugen and Kern Walker. 



Rock Ledge Reception

A wonderful celebration
was held this past summer at
Rock Ledge, the beautiful
Lake Vermilion home of
Clayton Halunen and David
Duddingston. Last year,
Clayton Halunen gave a chal-
lenge to the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center.  He said that
if we raised $50,000 in 2016,
his family would match it.
Through the generosity of
many people, including
$25,000 from Jim and Patti
Cownie, we equaled that sum
halfway through the year and
celebrated at Rock Ledge with
those donating $500 or more
in funds or time and talent.  It
was pointed out that a $100
per year pledge over five
years adds up in our fundrais-
ing plan and we were urged to
make a pledge of any amount
before the end of this year for
tax purposes.

The guests were shown
through the beautiful house by
Clayton, David and architect
Tom Jones, before the guests
celebrated with champagne
and hors d’oeuvres.  Inspired
by Clayton’s remarks, Dennis
Boom, Celia Ellingson, the
Margaret Cargill Foundation,
and Gary Aamodt donated
another $20,000 to make the
re-start of the building possi-
ble.

Host and donor Clayton Halunen welcomes guests and inspires them to support the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center.

Dennis Boom, Celia Ellingson, Gary Aamodt.

Kathleen Meyerle, Jim Marttila, 
Tom Jones, Kerry d’Amato.

Marshall Helmberger, Dorothy Richmond, Steve
Wilson, Jodi Summit.

Elaine McGillivray, Dawn Halunen 
Johnson, Mary Walker.

Learn more online at www.vermilionculturalcenter.org



I wish to contribute to the exciting restoration of St. Mary’s Hall 
and the building of the new Lake Vermilion Cultural Center.

Name__________________________________________________  Phone____________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________State______Zip_________ email_____________________________

Amount enclosed__________________Call me about a dedicated space in the Center ______

I wish to make an annual pledge of $_______________ for _______ years

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center, Box 659, Tower MN 55790 • vermilionculturalcenter.org • 218-753-4100 

# #

#

I wish to contribute to the exciting restoration of St. Mary’s Hall 
and the building of the new Lake Vermilion Cultural Center.

Name__________________________________________________  Phone____________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________State______Zip_________ email_____________________________

Amount enclosed__________________Call me about a dedicated space in the Center ______

I wish to make an annual pledge of $_______________ for _______ years

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center, Box 659, Tower MN 55790 • vermilionculturalcenter.org • 218-753-4100 

# #

#

I wish to contribute to the exciting restoration of St. Mary’s Hall 
and the building of the new Lake Vermilion Cultural Center.

Name__________________________________________________  Phone____________________

Address__________________________________________________________________________

City_____________________State______Zip_________ email_____________________________

Amount enclosed__________________Call me about a dedicated space in the Center ______

I wish to make an annual pledge of $_______________ for _______ years

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center, Box 659, Tower MN 55790 • vermilionculturalcenter.org • 218-753-4100 

# #

#



Lake Vermilion Cultural Center
Post Office Box 659, Tower, Minnesota 55790

vermilionculturalcenter.org

December 2016,

To our Friends and Patrons of the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center,

One long year after St. Mary’s Hall was moved to the waiting foundation of the Lake
Vermilion Cultural Center, we have erected the roof and sides of the Halunen Lobby. Much
has happened inside the main hall in anticipation of the addition. This winter and spring the
interior will be worked on, as well as the lower level which will house a break room, handi-
cap-accessible restrooms, a large community gathering space, and an office for the LVCC.

Thanks to the generosity of the Halunen family, Jim and Patti Cownie, and others named
elsewhere in this newsletter (see donor list on the back side of this page), the addition can be
enclosed along with the bell tower and the anticipated elevator and restrooms. Our Carriage
House/Garage is almost finished, in the same color and trim that will grace the outside of St.
Mary’s Hall when it is finished in 2017.

Grants have been applied for and other funding is underway to finish those necessary
improvements to our cultural center and to finish the elevator tower and handicap-accessible
facilities on the main and lower level. It would be wonderful to be able to have receptions
and meetings in the lobby, concerts and lectures in St. Mary’s Hall, and dinners and dances
in the lower level. The most important function of the building will be as a community
center available for many varied activities.

What we are asking of you at this time is to consider making a tax-deductible donation or
pledge for the next year to five years to help us finish this much needed and anticipated
asset to our community. When the Halunens gave us the matching gift of $50,000 this
summer, Dennis Boom, Celia Ellingson, Gary Aamodt, and the Margaret Cargill Foundation
added another $20,000 to that sum, allowing our current building project to proceed.

Have a great and happy New Year. Our profound thanks.

The Lake Vermilion Cultural Center Board
Mary Batinich, Louis Gately, Linda Haugen, Chris Knight, Nancy Larson, 
Elaine McGillivray, Becky Peterson, Larry Reynolds



When the Lake Vermilion Cultural
Center was in its planning state, Alex and
Mary Batinich shared their vision of a
larger auditorium space which would
accommodate audiences of up to 180

people in St. Mary’s Hall.  In order to
achieve that goal, the entry of the original
building will be opened up and a balcony
built over it allowing 30 more seats to be
installed.

That balcony will be called the
Batinich Balcony in memory of the late
Alex Batinich and in honor of the 80th
birthday of LVCC Chairman Mary
Batinich. Funds of over $14,000 have been
donated in memory of Alex and in honor of
the 80th birthday of Mary.  That sum, in
addition to the $25,000 donated by the
couple in 2016, will assure that the balcony
will be funded.

Other spaces still needing underwriting
are the community room in the lower level
of the Center, the elevator tower, the space
beneath the Halunen Lobby which will

include dressing rooms for theater, concerts
and weddings.  There will also be a small
parlor adjacent to that space.  Also needing
sponsors are a small break room in the
lower level which will be used for food
service.  A beautiful small reading
room/library will grace the space above the
Halunen Lobby and will have a spectacular
view of the Tower Harbor.

If anyone wishes to know more about
underwriting any of those spaces, including
naming rights, please call the LVCC office
at 218-753-2335 or email them at vermil-
ionculturalcenter@gmail.com.

Spaces which have been underwritten
include the Halunen Lobby, the
Abrahamson Gallery and St. Mary’s Hall,
formerly St. Mary’s Episcopal Church.

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center, Box 659, Tower MN 55790 • vermilionculturalcenter.org 

Steve Abrahamson
Jim and Rosie Alaspa
Cathy and Doug Anderson
Paul and Terri Anthony
Tom and Renee Aro
Linda and Ryan Bajan
Gene Baland
Milly Barbato
Gary and Bobbi Batinich
Mary Smilanich Batinich
Nick and Dottie Batinich
Ron and Diane Bauer
Sue Baysden
Joan Beecch and Paul Shepherd
Mary Berard
Judy and Dennis Boeddeker
Jennifer and Patrick Boyle
Alla Bozarth
Dennis Boom
Tom Burns and Toni Genelo
Michelle Calvert
Margaret Cargill Foundation
Debbie and Scott Cooper
Jim and Patti Cownie
Art Dale
Marion Dale
Rita and Don Dick
Mike and Teresa Dolinar
Henry Dougherty
Mildred Dowling
Nancy and Charlie Eichholz
Celia Ellingson and Gary Aamodt
Kay and Gerald Erickson
Bill and Sherry Evans
Laura Ferguson
Bette Flax
Barbara Forster
Frandsen Bank in Tower
Louise and Gary Gately
Nancy Gerlach
Carole Gesme
Cheryl Goldberg and Gregg
Batinich

David and Lisa Goldberg
Clayton Halunen
Don and Jo Ann Halunen
JoAnn Hanson and Rick Hanson
Jeff and Lavon Hanson
Sheila and Paul Hatch
Joan and Mike Hatlestad
Jimmy and Elizabeth Haugen
Gary and Linda Haugen
Susan Haugen
Ron Hautala
Rob Heitala of Northwoods
Mechanical
Jim and Barbara Heuer
Mel and Ellen Hintz
Renee Holloway
Julie Hooper
Pauly Housenga
Sally Howard
Mike and Bergetta Indihar
Carol and Norman Innes
Betty and Willis Irons
Bill and Ann Jack
Mona Jarnstrom
Jane and Dan Johns
Janelle Johnson
Pat Karich
K Foundation
Linda Keith
Jan and Bill Kimes
David and Colleen Kingsbury
Kay Kretch
Orlyn and Marit Kringstad
Linda Kronholm
Jack Kuehn
Mary Ann Kwicenski
Cheryl and Daryl Lamppa
Sonie and Nick Larsen
Nancy Larson
Dan Lastavich
Jan and Pete Lee
Luanne and Tony Lescarbeau
Gwen Lilya

Vicki and Gary Lubben
Geri and Jack Makela
Dan Maki
Margaret Maki
Jim Marttila and Kathleen Meyerle
Rose and Al Mazion
Virginia McBride
Greg McEwen
Elaine and Peter McGillivray
Erin McGillivray
Mary McReynolds and Pete
Pellinen
Diane Meehan
Ann and Charley Mencel
Laurie and David Millard
Bev and Arlan Mercil
Joan Mueller
Marlene Mullins
Kathleen Murphy and Deb Thorpe
David and Carol Myers
Jerry and Cindy Myre
Carol and Jim O’Connor
Karen Olson and Darlene Petit
Jacqueline Olson
Joy Orlich
Dan and Cheri Osborn
Vickie and Don Ottenweller
Dan and Becky Peterson
Nancy Peterson
Mark and Patty Phillips
Joe and Sonia Plantz
Dorothy and Rob Ramsdell
Kathleen Reitan
Al and MaryBeth Reller
Sandra Reus and David Hackbarth
Larry Reynolds
Gregg and Ilene Rice
Dorothy Richmond
Tom Rukavina
Peggy Saari
Marilyn Sackariason
Joanne and Rick Sathre
Johnnie Schlieske

Tom Sersha
Mary Shedd and Steve Wilson
Barbara Sill
Kathy Siskar
Fran Skala and Associates
Virginia and Bunky Skarich
John and Mary Ann Smilanich
Jim and Betsi Smilanich
Mitch and Carol Sue Martin
Smilanich
Sharon Smith
Marcia and John Stout
Jodi  Summit  and  Marshal l
Helmberger
David Sutton
Mike and Gail Swor
Naomi and David Tetzlaff
Mark and Courtney Thompson
Jane Turner
Judy Turner
Sig and Sissy Ueland
Steve Altenburg
Pat and John Urick
Joe and Linda Vance
Shelby and Steve Vaske
Brian and Jayne Vito
Bergette Von Haken
Brenda and Karel Winkelaar
Kern and Mary Walker
Katie and Martin Walsh
Deb Warner and Ed Williams
Jim and Jan Wessman
Marilyn and Michael Wiebe
Mary Williams
Bob and Joan Wilson
Joe LaForte and Randy Winkler
Doug Workman
Jaynee Yocum
Marian Zaudke
Earl and Rosie Zimmerman
Steve Zorich
Fred and Sharon Zorn

With thanks to our 2016 Donors

We would like to send a special acknowledgment of recent pledges 
from Elaine and Peter McGillivray, and Mary Shedd and Steve Wilson.

Dear Friends of LVCC: We have been as thorough as possible with 
compiling this list of donors in 2016. However, in the process of moving
our LVCC office several months ago, we may have missed some names. 
If you are missing here, we sincerely apologize, and ask you to notify us
immediately so we can add your name in future publications. Thank you
for your kind understanding.
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