
A grant from the Department of Iron 
Range Resources and Rehabilitation (IRRR) 
was put to good use this winter when con-
struction was completed by Hammerlund 
Construction on Phase 1: to stabilize and 
dry-in the building. The LVCC building 
was brought above code; new footings and 
foundation walls were added; floor framing 
and sheathing for the first floor; sheathing 
and framing of stair openings; additional 
framing of bearing walls, roof joists and 
rafters; sheathing of exterior walls and roof; 
installation of ice and water barrier over the 
roof; installation of new building wrap on 
exteriors; construction of the cupola; and 
the remainder of the interior wall framing. 
This work ensured the building will meet 
accessibility requirements. The building now 
sits on a finished basement foundation. This 
lower level will provide space for future arts 
and community programming in addition to 
the beautiful auditorium (former sanctuary 
of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church) which will 
provide an amazing acoustical space for 
musical performances, plays, weddings and 
other functions. 

Thanks, to the IRRR for their grant and 
to the Hammerlund workers for surviving 
this difficult winter while working outside.

Summer Plans
With the help of our generous donors, 

work has begun on the east end, or apse, of 
the LVCC. H&B Limited LLC is to com-
plete the roof-to-ground renovation of the 
three distinct east end panels this summer. 
During this phase, the east end will have the 
roofing and siding removed and replaced, the 
dormers refinished, the basement windows 
and siding installed, and the stained glass 
windows installed. It is the first work on the 

exterior of the original structure and will 
give all a glimpse at the end of the entire 
building project. As we proceed with the 
exterior, please contact us (by calling Ryan 
Bajan at 218-260-4403) if you are interested 
in volunteering to remove siding and other 
aspects of prepping the main exterior for 
refinishing. Please stop by and check out the 
east end work, scheduled to begin in the next 

few weeks!  If you drive through the alley 
behind the building, you will see our progress.

The next phase will be finishing the roof.  
Funds continue to be raised for this phase.  
Please contribute by attending the Midsummer 
Gala on June 22 or mailing a contribution in 
the enclosed envelope. Thanks again, to the 
IRRR and our previous and future donors!

Lake Vermilion Cultural Center
Post Office Box 659, Tower, Minnesota 55790

vermilionculturalcenter.org

The Lake Vermilion Cultural Center is a 501c3 tax-exempt organization registered in the State of Minnesota. Its mission is to preserve,
protect and utilize the historic St. Mary’s Episcopal Church which has been gifted to us. The Center will play a vital role in the cultural,
artistic and educational life of the Lake Vermilion community, and will provide facilities and activities for social interaction for all ages.

Winter Progress, Summer Plans!

Summer and Fall Programs
Planning is underway for programs for 

the summer and fall months:
 Midsummer Gala Dinner and Show:  

Midsummer Singers and Soloists, June 22
 Wine and Watercolor Events: led by 

Linda Smith

  Gardening Without Deer: led by Diane 
Pascuzzi and Gina Nukala from The Watering      
Can Garden Shop

 Guatemala Service and Adventure:  
Two groups of local women will share their 
stores

 Speaker Series: Minnesota  Supreme 
Court Justice Margaret Chutich 

   Stained Glass events through 
Kekekabic Studio in Ely

  The Old Man and the Woods with 
Jim Gawboy

Details are being finalized and will 
be publicized in the local papers, on our 
Facebook page, and on our website (vermil-
ionculturalcenter.org).
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Above: East view of the building. Below: North view showing work currently underway.
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In recent months, Steven and Denise 
Adams, Mark and Kent Adams, and 
Barbara Forster donated $50,000 to the 

LVCC for a reading room/library in the 
memory of Bernice Lenont Adams Tinker. 

In addition to the monetary gift, a valuable 
baby grand piano was gifted and it will even-
tually be on the stage at the Lake Vermilion 
Cultural Center in Tower.   The piano was 
gifted by Jean Cole, who with her late husband 
Tom Rukavina, has long been a loyal supporter 

of the LVCC. The piano belonged 
to the Lenont family and was 
given to Jean by Mary Joy Lenont, 
granddaughter of Dr. Lenont. The 
100-plus year-old numbered and 
registered piano is currently on 
display at the Vermilion Park Inn 
until the cultural center is ready to 
receive it. 

The Adams/Lenont family has a 
long history on the Iron Range. 
Bernice “Niecy” Lenont (born 

1910), also known as “Niecy Tinker 
or Niecy Adams” was one of five 
daughters of Dr. Charles Burton 

Lenont and Estelle Shaw. The daughters were 
infamously known as the “Lenont Sisters” 
on the Iron Range, and were very close. Dr. 
Charles Burton Lenont was a Minnesota 
physician on the Iron Range and throughout 
northern Minnesota, predominately based in 
Virginia.

Bernice was married on July 31, 1931, to 
renowned WCCO Radio broadcaster, Cedric 
Adams. The wedding took place in the music 

room of the Lenont House in Virginia, located 
on the corner of 5th Avenue and 1st Street 
North. The LVCC is very grateful for these 
generous gifts.

It is with sadness and 
great respect that we 
honor the memory of 

William Kimes, PhD, who 
passed away Christmas 
Day. Bill and his talent-
ed spouse Jan graced our 
Midsummer stage together 
for eight years until last 
summer when he was too ill 
to make the trek to Tower. 
Jan continues writing, 
directing and now narrating 

our annual dinner theater 
fundraiser. Not only did 
Bill narrate those many 
Midsummer shows, he 
also presented “A Child’s 
Christmas in Wales”, “Wind 
in the Willows”, and other 
theatrical events to benefit 
the Lake Vermilion Cultural 
Center. His last presenta-
tion was the day before he 
became ill and may be seen 
on YouTube. 

As Chairman of the Theater 
Department of Hamline 
University in St. Paul for 
38 years, Dr. Kimes was 
also noted as a gifted actor 
and director. A leaded glass 
window to be installed in 
the LVCC has been ded-
icated in his honor along 
with Jan Kimes and Larry 
Reynolds, LVCC board 
member. 
 

History of Recent Gifts to the LVCC  

Bernice Lenont Adams Tinker

Jean Cole with the Lenont piano

Spring cleaners (from left): Dick Larmouth, Ryan Bajan, 
Bergetta Indihar, and Elaine McGillivray.

Special thanks to the many people who have volunteered so 
far on the renovation project. 
Among all our valued vol-
unteers, we’d like to thank 
Charlie Winger of Embarrass 
for cleaning and grading our 
grounds, and Randy Semo, of 
Good Ol’ Days, for his many 
contributions over the years, 
including building the stage 
for our Midsummer concert.

Thank You

In Memoriam...


