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IRRR Grant
Allows Work
to Continue

on St. Mary’s
Hall

In June of this year, the Lake Vermilion
Cultural Center (LVCC) board was pleased to
learn the Department of Iron Range Resources
and Rehabilitation (IRRR) had awarded the
LVCC project a grant of $268,000 to contin-
ue work on St. Mary’s Hall. The grant will
allow work to be completed on Phase 1 which
includes stabilization and the drying-in of the
building and will bring the building above
current code. This work will also ensure the
building will meet accessibility requirements
for all future visitors. Steps being completed
include some strategic demolition for code
and accessibility issues; some excavation and
backfill; some new footings and foundation
walls; floor framing and sheathing for the
first floor; sheathing and framing of stair
openings; additional framing of bearing walls,
roof joists and rafters; sheathing of exterior
walls and roof; installation of ice and water
barrier overthe entire roof; installation of new
building wrap on exteriors; construction of
the cupola; and the remainder of interior wall
framing. Those in the Tower area will see the
work in progress which is being completed by
Hammerlund Construction/TNT Aggregates
of Grand Rapids.

The LVCC board received questions
over the summer about why little prog-
ress was being seen on the building. The
answer is the board and our construction
project representatives, H&B Limited of
Ely, needed to go through a formal bidding
process through the City of Tower because
the city is the acting fiscal agent for the IRRR
grant. The process couldn’t officially start
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until after July 1 and detailed architectural
and construction documents needed to be
finalized with Architectural Resources Inc.
(ARI),ourarchitectural firm. Once they were
complete the bid notice had to be published
over a three-week period in the local papers.
In August we received one bid which came
in well over budget so it was back to the
drawing board to cut costs for the next round
of bidding which required going through the
full process a second time. There were two
bids received this time. Fortunately the bid
from Hammerlund Construction came in very
close to budget. The Tower City Council
approved the bid on October 9. Final plans
for construction were made and work started
in mid-November.

You may notice in the list of work to
be completed, the shingles and completion
of the roof are not included. The board had
hoped the generous grant of the IRRR would

cover the roof cost, as well. The reality is,
as with any restoration project, the costs to
bring an old building up to code and meld that
building with new construction was higher
than expected. For now, we are excited to
see progress being made on this phase of the
building project. However, we need your help
for Phase 2, which will include completing
the roof, siding, and entrances.

Please add your name to the list of donors
by sending in a donation today (see clip-off
form in this newsletter). The LVCC board
wishes to thank you for your continued and
new support.

The LVCC board also wishes to thank
our prior donors and the IRRR for their funds,
as well as the City of Tower, H&B Limited,
ARI, and Hammerlund Construction for their
expertise in helping us move forward.
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LVCC Board of Directors: Ryan Bajan, Mary Batinich, Linda Haugen, Louise Gately, Nancy Larson, Elaine McGillivray, James Marttila, Larry Reynolds.



Live from Lake Vermilion! Midsummer Highlighted

After years of celebrating
Britain, Sweden, Slovenia,
Austria, Italy,Finland, France
and Native Americans, the
LVCC decided to celebrate
Minnesota in their 2018
program. The Midsummer
Singers were a bit relieved to
not have to learn another lan-
guage, and threw themselves
into this year’s program with
gusto. The annual gala was
held at the Tower Civic Center

on June 23. The
"~ event was sold
outand featured a
Minnesota menu
of homegrown
favorites.

June 22, 2019
Midsummer—
An American Songbook

written and direct-

ed by Janice Kimes,
with Larry Reynolds
directing the Northern
Singers, celebrated
everything Minnesota:
its lore, food, humor
and seasons, with plenty
of music. Everyone and
everything got into the
act, including hot dish,
ice houses,canoe paddles
and, of course, the State
Fair and sports. Jan nar-
rated the program with historic and
current descriptions of Minnesota,
its richness woven with inventions,
medical pioneering, the arts, edu-
cation, tilling the soil and good old
fashioned hospitality, including
songs of such star-studded artists
as Judy Garland and the Andrews
Sisters. Even beer and cookies
were included. Many guests at
W Midsummer are from Minnesota
but out-of-state guests found there is
more than enough here to welcome
them to the “Land of Sky Blue

Doug Workman, paddling his
canoe.

James Marttila, LVCC
board member and former yaiers”.
St. Mary’s acolyte.

Silent and live auctions were
also held to support the annual
benefit. There were over 90 silent auction items beautifully dis-
played in the auction tent. A professional auctioneer led the live
auction which included stays at condos in Lake Placid, New York,
DelRay Beach, Florida, and a villa in Italy. Another item was a
four-day adventure on a Lake Vermilion Houseboat. The auctions
raised record funds.

There were several speakers including Minnesota State
Representative Rob Ecklund who spoke on the importance of history
and culture to the area; new board member, James Marttila, who
shared memories of attending church in what is now St. Mary’s
Hall and his hopes for the future of the project; and LVCC Board

Minnesota

LVCC board member Louise Gately and former board member
The program, Becky Peterson with a popular live auction item.

Vice-Chair Nancy Larson who
announced a grant forthcoming
from the IRRR (see related article)
and fund-raising goals for the year.

The LVCC wishes to thank
all who attended, made bids on
auction items, donated money and/
or auction items, the Midsummer
Singers and musicians, and all
volunteers who made this event a
success. The tradition will continue
in 2019 when the Midsummer Gala
will be held on June 22and the theme
will be An American Songbook.
Mark your calendars now!

Above right: Writer,
Director, Narrator
Janice Kimes.

Right: Scarlet Stone sang
“Lime Jello Marshmallow
Cottage Cheese Surprise”.

Left: Sissy
Ueland
and Joe
LaForte
performed
“Shine on
Harvest
Moon”.




left: Norene and
Roger Butalla in

Castle in Wales;

Clockwise from top

Belfast, Northern Ire-
land; Claudine Sol-
seng, left, and Carol
O’Conner at Powis

Jane Carney at Inish
Mor in the Aran Is-
lands, Ireland; Julie
Roepke, left, and
Ginny McBride at
Dun Aengus fort in
the Aran Islands, Ire-
land; group picture : ° >
at Blaenau Ffestiniog 0f Inish Mor and finally, a medieval
narrow gauge train
station in Wales.

A group of 22 travelers joined leaders
Larry Reynolds and Mary Batinich on a
study tour to Great Britain this fall. After
two weeks, some returned to their homes
and others continued on to Ireland where
they met four more people eager to learn
about that lovely green Celtic country.

A great time was had by all and the
LVCC was the recipient of $11,000 in
donations as a result of the trip.

Highlights included the Edinburgh
Military Tattoo, and Durham Cathedral
compound where Peter Blaylock (a
recent flight student and visitor to Lake
Vermilion) was our dinner speaker,

Whitby Abbey, the Lake District in
England, Beatrix Potter’s home and the
Roman and Elizabethan city of Chester
in England were all visited.

In Wales, a rehearsal and pub
visit with the Rhos Male Voice Choir,
The Plassey, Bodnant Gardens, Powis
Castle’s hanging gardens, a ride on a
narrow gauge railway and a final stay in
Ruthin Castle capped off an unforgettably
educational and delightful visit.

Those continuing to Ireland had an
equally enjoyable time with visits to
Dublin,NorthernIreland ,the Aran Island

banquet at Bunratty Castle near Shannon.

,, who participated.

The LVCC sponsored a pop-up art show, Art on the Lake, which was
held for three days in late July. The event started with an evening benefit
for the LVCC with appetizers and beverages. During the weekend six local
artists showed their art and were pleased to sell a number of their works.
In addition, artist Marie Miller gave a plein air demonstration on two after-
noons. Plein air means painting in the outdoors and she demonstrated the
techniques needed to successfully paint outdoors. The LVCC
w1shes to thank the organizer, Julie Baxley, her crew, and all

| Left: Artist Marie Miller and Carol Brown. Far left: (from
left) Artists in the show: Jeanni Burgwald, Pam Myre,

i Marie Miller, Kathy Tellepson, and Julie Baxley.

/ Not pictured, Mary Carol Thelen

F1rst Wme and Watercolor Event Supports the LVCC

Above With thelr great blue herons:
(from left) Joan Broten, Cindy Myre,
and Jaynee Yocum.

On August9,the first Wine and Watercolor
event to support the LVCC was held on Lake
Vermilion. Linda Smith, a watercolor artist
from Zumbrota and Lake Vermilion, Tower,
led the event. She became acquainted with
the LVCC by attending the annual Midsummer
Gala in June. Since Linda is involved with the
arts, not only as an artist but also by serving on
the board of the Zumbrota Area Arts Council,
she decided to teach the class and donate the
proceeds to the LVCC. Linda led the attendees
inpainting a great blue heron. While the subject
of the paintings was the same, each painting
showed the creativity of the individual artists.
The LVCC wishes to thank all of the attend-

ees for participating and to Linda Smith who
made the evening fun for all, including those
new to painting and those who were experi-
enced. Thanks also to Dan Carnicom and Jean
Ruotsinoja for hosting the event in the Tiny
Bottle Shop at Gruben’s Marina.

Left: LVCC
host Elaine
McGillivray
and artist/
instructor,
Linda Smith.




LVCC Programs Over the Years

We look forward to having our building
finished at the Lake Vermilion Cultural
Center (LVCC) so that we can present future
programs there. We have many ideas for
programs which are compatible with our
missionstatement: “The LVCC...isdedicated
to community enrichment through education
and the arts by offering quality programming
and providing opportunities to showcase the
rich cultural heritage of the area.” If you have
ideas for programs, please contact an LVCC
board member.

In reviewing our programming over the
years the LVCC has sponsored and presented
animpressive list of events, including but not
limited to:

2011

» First Midsummer featuring British
Heritage

2012

» Dylan Thomas’ “A Child’s Christmas
in Wales” - Professor William Kimes and
Al Reller

» Midsummer featuring Shakespeare
Turned Broadway

> Visit from fifteen Swedish teachers
who shared their Midsummer traditions

> History and Restoration of Leaded
Glass Windows by John Bowe

2013

» Kenneth Grahame’s “Wind in the
Willows” - Professor William Kimes and
Janice Kimes

» “The Legend of Tristan and Isolde” -
Professor Stephanie Van d’Elden

» Sound of Music and German, Austrian,
and Slovenian Midsummer featuring Johnny
Snidarich and the Bohunks

2014

» First Club Car luncheons, history of
high tea in England

» Italian Midsummer with displays by
Tom Sersha

» Lecture series featuring Laura
Ferguson and the U.S. Forest Service

> “Red Wing Pottery Collection” pre-
sented by Larry Peterson

» “Early Child Development and the
Over-Indulged Child” presented by Professor
Carole Gesme

> Whistleblower presentation by retired
FBI Agent Jane Turner

2015

» Finnish Midsummer featuring Finn
Hall, including an International Bazaar with
Educational Programs

> National Merit scholar Ingrid Goetz
presenting the Kalevala Saga

> Professor Ken Lahti presenting The
Finnish Miracle

» Professors Jo Ann Hanson and Pam
Brunfeltdiscussing the history of Finn Swedes
and the impact of Finnish Miners on the Iron
Range

» March visit in Arizona by 15 Swedish
teachers. LVCC Board members arranged
home stays and visits to local schools pre-
senting American Education in the Southwest

> Author Mary Lou Sanelli speaking on
her book, Among Friends

2016

» Midsummer featuring France, the
Voyageurs and Native Americans with
Educational Programs

» Author William Durbin speaking on fur
trading from the viewpoint of the Voyageurs

» Bill Latady, curator at Bois Forte
Museum, speaking on fur trading from the
viewpoint of Bois Forte Ojibwe

» Jamie Brennan and Molly Olson of the
Ely Folk School, speaking on “Northwoods
Skills Past and Present”

» Lecture series, author Lindsay Hardin
Freeman speaking on her New York Times
Bestselling book “Bible Women, What They
Had to Say and Why It’s Important”

» Began co-hosting annual Lights of
Love with Virgie Hegg Hospice including
musical program with choir and handbells

2017

» Rosemaling retreat

» Lecture series, Deb Rieck speaking on
living in South Sudan and Kenya

» Midsummer “Seasons of Broadway”
with guest artist violinist Nicolas Mercure

» LVCC benefit tour to Switzerland,
France and Iceland

» Educational event, Dr. Jennifer
Norbert-Lopez speaking on Lyme disease
with panel discussion

» “A Child’s Christmas in Wales” dinner
at Vermilion Park Inn featuring Professor
William Kimes

2018

» Midsummer
Midsummer”

» Art on the Lake, pop-up art show

» Wine and Watercolor art class led by
artist Linda Smith

» LVCC benefit tour to Great Britain
and Ireland

“A Minnesota

*Note: All Midsummer programs were
written and directed by Janice Kimes, and
narrated by Professor William Kimes unless
otherwise indicated. The Midsummer
Singers, now totaling 32 people from the
Lake Vermilion area and Twin Cities have
performed in all Midsummer events under
thedirection of Janice Kimes. LVCC Board
Member Larry Reynolds prepares the Lake
Vermilion contingent of the Midsummer
Singers.

We look forward to many more
educational and cultural programs in the
years ahead!

Thank You

Steve Zorich presents a $5,000
check to LVCC treasurer Ryan
Bajan to move and rebuild the
main door. This gift is in memory
of Steve’s late wife, Sally Earl
Zorich.



