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As many of you know, there has not
been much visible progress on St. Mary’s

Hall over the last few months. You can
imagine we are getting many questions about
this. While LVCC board members can answer
them, we decided to turn to our general con-
tractor, John Bowe, of H&B Ltd. to answer
some of the most common questions. John
and his partner, Peter Blodgett, have moved
into the role of general contractors. We made
the change for a variety of reasons: they are
nearby to oversee the project, have experience
in restoration contracting, and for grant pur-
poses we need local people working on the
job. Also, they spent much of last winter
preparing the interior of the original building
and additions for completion. That work is
not visible to the passer-by but it readied the
interior for finishing once the roof lines are
secure. Both John and Peter have a tremendous
heart for this project. In addition, John and
his wife, Rosemary Shepherd, are stained
glass craftsmen who have been restoring the
beautiful stained glass windows.

Why has there not been much visible
progress at St. Mary’s recently?

John Bowe: The short answer is it’s a
complicated project with a lot of moving
parts, fundraising always takes longer than
you hope, and the weather has not been
helpful.

But, the long answer is more complicated.
With arestoration project like this (restoring
achurch built 128 years ago) having the best
design and engineering plans in place are
essential. So, while it appears that not much
is happening on the site, much has been
going on behind the scenes. The LVCC
board and building committee have decided
to retain the services of Architectural
Resources Inc. They are an architectural
firm with offices in Hibbing and Duluth.
ARI has extensive experience with historic
restoration projects such as ours, and will be
taking the lead to oversee this project. Their
work will enhance and add further detail to
the original architectural plans.

Moving forward from here will be a col-
laboration between the building committee,
ARTI as architects and engineers, H&B Ltd.
as general contractors and on-site manage-
ment, and as many local contractors and
workers as possible.

So again, while the site seems to be at
a standstill we feel that the project is in a
much better place. We have a highly qualified
design team and we have an experienced
general contractor/project management team
that is both local and familiar with the
project. We will soon have a code-compliant
plan, complete construction documents and
specifications to ensure a high-quality project
of which the entire Iron Range can be proud.

The garage/carriage house behind St.
Mary’s Hall looks very nice. Why can’t
some initial siding work be done, at least
on the highway side of St. Mary’s Hall?

John Bowe: We are proud of the carriage
house phase of the project. It has a half round
window and cut shingles that match the orig-
inals on the old church. Our goal was to set
a benchmark for how the rest of the project
will look. When you are in Tower, take a
moment to stop and study the carriage house
and envision how St. Mary’s Hall will look
when completed. As much as we would like
to do the trim, siding, and install the stained
glass windows to make it pretty, we must
follow alogical and sequential restoration/con-
struction process.

Where are the stained glass windows?
What is their status?

John Bowe: We have all the stained
glass windows and frames in our shop
(Kekekabic Studios in Ely) and have a good
many of them restored. Rosemary and crew
will be working on the rest throughout the
winter. If you are in Ely, feel free to stop at
118 E.Chapman Street, to watch the progress.

The LVCC board and building committee
wish to thank everyone who has worked on
the project to this point. We are eager to
move forward on the next phase and show
additional progress by next summer. When
we started working on this newsletter we
decided our themes were going to be
Perseverance, Education, Culture and
Gratitude. This is certainly a time for per-
severance as we continue to raise funds and
prepare for the next phase of the project. We
cannot express enough our gratitude to all
who have donated to the LVCC with funds,
in-kind donations, and volunteering of their
time and talent. Onward!

LVCC Board of Directors: Ryan Bajan, Mary Batinich, Linda Haugen, Louise Gately, Nancy Larson, Elaine McGillivray, James Marttila, Larry Reynolds



Midsummer 2017: Seasons of Broadway

June 23, 2018
Midsummer

The LVCC’s largest benefit of the year was again a huge
success both for fundraising and for providing an excellent
evening of entertainment for guests. The program moved to a
new venue, the gymnasium at Tower-Soudan Elementary where
the large stage could accommodate the Midsummer Singers and
musicians from the local area and the Twin Cities. The theme this
year was Seasons of Broadway and the stage was beautifully dec-
orated to reflect the Broadway theme. The program was again
developed and directed by Janice Kimes and narrated by William
Kimes. LVCC Board Member Larry Reynolds helped prepare the
‘northern singers’.

The program included music from Broadway and was high-
lighted with several solo performances by singers and musicians.
A crowd pleaser was local singer Claire Jonas, age seven, who
sang “Tomorrow” from Annie. Joe LaForte, a seasonal resident
of the area, is a professional singer, dancer, and actor. He has
extensive experience in musical theater in the Twin Cities and
around the country and sang “Younger than Springtime” and
selections from “Camelot.” Violinist Nicolas Mercure, performing
an amazing cadenza and accompanying the chorus in a medley
from “Fiddler on the Roof,” received a standing ovation. Other
featured singers were Michelle Anderson, Don Dick, Kathy
Siskar, Ryan Bajan and Linda Bajan from the Lake
Vermilion/Tower area and Henry Dougherty, Elizabeth Johnson,
and Janice Kimes from the Twin Cities area.

The meal was catered by the Bayview and the menu included
New York themed selections. The live auction was again a hit
with winners securing trips to Florida, Lake Placid, New York,
and Arizona. As part of the silent auction, participants could sign
up for the next LVCC Benefit Tour to Scotland and Celtic
England and Wales in August 2018. Silent auction winners
received local goods, services and participation in some fun activ-
ities.

There were several speakers, highlighted by patron Clayton
Halunen, who gave a heartfelt plea for support of the LVCC.
Halunen and his family have given generously to the LVCC and
asked others to be generous. He spoke of his vision for the future
with concerts, art exhibits, theater, and other artistic and cultural
events to held in St. Mary’s Hall when the renovation is complete.
The LVCC also plans for the building to be used for community
events, cooking classes, weddings, and a wide variety of activi-
ties.

Look for exciting details of a new Midsummer schedule on
our website and in the spring newsletter. Meanwhile, put
Saturday, June 23, 2018, on your calendar for next year’s not-to-
be-missed event!

Above: Several of
the Midsummer
Singers can be
seen performing
in front of the
festive Broadway
backdrop.

Left: Linda Hau-
gen, dinner chair,
and Louise
Gately, auction
chair. Thanks to
both and to their
crews.

Right: Patron
Clayton Halunen
gave a heartfelt
plea for support
of the LVCC. He
spoke of his
vision for the
future.

Niclolas Mercure and Janice Kimes perform George
Gershwin’s “Summertime.”



Lyme Disease educational event

Part of our mission is to educate the community on past and
current issues. We recently sponsored a pot luck supper at the
Greenwood Township Hall which was well attended by 65 people.
Dr. Jennifer Norbert-Lopez (above left) from the Scenic Rivers
Clinic in Cook and Tower gave a presentation on Lyme Disease
which is prevalent in our area and affects many residents. It was
followed by a panel discussion at which Lyme victims Gina
Empey and Mike Keenan shared their stories. Many attendees
indicated that they would be interested in a Lyme Support group
which Empey is coordinating. Also pictured are Dr. Lopez’s
daughter and LVCC volunteer Linda Kronholm.

Hail and Farewell

The Lake Vermilion Cultural Center says a fond farewell to
Becky Tamte Peterson who has given invaluable service to the
LVCC as Board Secretary and general all-round dynamic volunteer.
She and husband Dan have helped us in innumerable ways and
promise to continue volunteering when able. Because they are first-
time grandparents, the Petersons will be spending much of the
coming year in the Twin Cities caring for and adoring their new
grandson, Cash Fisher. They will continue to be at their Lake
Vermilion home whenever possible.

We welcome James Marttila to our Board of Directors. Born in
Soudan and educated in Tower, Jim is the original “hometown boy”
who attended St. Mary’s Episcopal Church, the building now
forming the auditorium of the LVCC.

Jim’s family owned Marttila Drug Store in Tower which gave
Jim his interest in pharmacology. He holds a bachelor and doctorate
in Pharmacy from the University of Minnesota and an M.B.A. from
the University of St. Thomas and is Director of Pharmaceutical

A Benefit for the =
Lake Vermilion Cultural Center

¥ CELEBRATE THE HOLIDAYS
“A Child’s Christmas In Wales”

by Dylan Thomas
Presented by William Kimes
Professor Emeritus-Hamline University

Wednesday, December 27, 2017

Vemilion Park Inn « Commons Room
5 PM - Social Hour « Viewing of The Dickens Christmas Village
(Artist-Tom Burns)

6 PM - Gourmet Dinner with Wine
Reading - William Kimes
Carol Singing - Janice Kimes

Limited Seating - Call For Reservations:
$50 per person, $25 (tax deductible)
612-360-7079
or email: malexbat@gmail.com

For Accommodations at The Inn Call:
218-753-2333

Vermilion Park Inn
30 Center St., Soudan MN 55782
vermilionparkinn.com

Becky Tamte Peterson James Marttila

Formulary and Contract Management at the Mayo Clinic in Rochester.
He and wife Kathy Meyerle, a lawyer (retired) on the Mayo Clinic
staff, have a cabin on Pike Bay and are eager to see our Cultural
Center finished.

The annual Lights of Love event was recently hosted by the LVCC
and other local organizations for the Virgie Hegg Hospice Partners,
Inc. After the festive tree was lit at St. Mary’s Hall, the party moved
to the Tower Civic Center for entertainment and treats. The Tower-
Soudan Area Singers led the guests in Christmas carols and there
was a debut performance by the bell choir, “The Joy Ringers.”
Refreshments were served and there was a stocking on the tree for
each child. This is another example of the LVCC promoting the arts
and community connections in the Lake Vermilion area. The Virgie
Hegg Hospice Partners, in Cook, is a non-profit organization that
offers support for families and patients in need of hospice care.



First LVCC Benetfit T our 2 Success

Second Tour Being Planned for August 2018 by o B

The first LVCC Benefit Tour took place in late August and
early September. Twenty-three participants, all from the Lake
Vermilion, Tower-Soudan area or with ties to the area, traveled to
Switzerland, France, and Iceland. The planning of this trip and
future trips fulfills part of the mission of the LVCC: “to enrich the
cultural, artistic and educational life of the Lake Vermilion com-
munity.” Those who participated also helped with fundraising for
the LVCC since all travelers reserved their spots by making a
$500 tax-deductible donation to the LVCC. Mary Batinich, Chair
of the LVCC board, was the trip leader. Batinich has over 40 years
of experience in the travel industry. By donating her services she
was able to secure savings for participants and this counterbal-
anced part of the donation cost.

When participants were asked about
the trip, many commented on the wide
range of experiences including visits to
great cities (Geneva, Paris, and
Reykjavik), the Alps, the Loire Valley,
chateaux, historic sites, art museums,
geysers, waterfalls, and a lagoon. The
trip began in Switzerland with views of
Lake Geneva and the Alps and visits to
the historic city of Montreux and the
Chateau de Chillon. Batinich knows
people throughout the world and
arranged for an elegant dinner at the
Beau Rivage, a 5-star hotel owned by
her friend, Jacques Mayer.

In France, Mayer hosted the group
at his 12th century home, the Chateau
d’Andert. Elsewhere in France, there
were visits to the Chateau de Chambord,
to Bayeux to view the famous 11th
century tapestry, historic Mont Saint-
Michel, and the beaches of Normandy.
The travelers were all touched by the
visit to the Normandy American
Cemetery where 9,387 Americans are
buried. Nancy Larson, of Soudan, was

able to visit the grave of her uncle, Below: The entire tour group posed in front of

Anton Tomsich, of Ely. Larson was Chateau d’Andert, in France. Owner of the
given special support and momentos by groundskeepers and the Chateau and host, Jacques Mayer, is in front
staff at the visitors’ center. The group was warmly welcomed in ’ ver )

the area by local people who thanked them for “helping save
France.” Another feature of the trip was the use of participants
as occasional tour guides. Traveler Trish Ellingson is a retired
high school art teacher. She did research and prepared the group
for their visit to Monet’s home and gardens at Giverny. The
France portion of the trip ended with three days in Paris. Then
the group traveled to Iceland for two days.

Tour leader Mary Batinich enjoyed visiting
Versailles with Margaret Maki.

11 LES

Above: Retired art teacher Trish Ellingson was
delighted to visit Monet’s home at Giverny.

Left: While the visit to Normandy was somber
and moving, at this moment, Nancy Larson
was happy to find her uncle’s grave. Anton
Tomsich was from Ely.

We are pleased to announce that the next LVCC
Benefit Tour will be traveling to Great Britain, including
Scotland, England, and Wales, with an optional extension
to Ireland. In addition to visiting ancient Celtic and
Roman sites, the group will enjoy the sights and sounds of
Edinburgh, Durham, Whitby, the Lake District, and the
stunning Snowdonia region in Wales. The trip is scheduled
for August 23 to September 6, 2018. There are a few spots
left, so sign up now! For more detailed information,
contact Mary Batinich at 612.360.7079.
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