Alex’s 100th Birthday

“Raising the Roof for Alex”

November 10, 2020

A Hundred Years of Good Living...
In Serbo-Croatian...“Stotinu Godena Dobrog Zhevotah”

Whenever Alex Batinich would propose a toast, he would raise his glass and say,

“Stotinu Godena Dobrog Zhevotah,” words that truly represented how he lived his good
life. Even though Alex didn't quite make the century mark, we are celebrating his 100th
birthday by raising $100,000 to finish the roof of the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center on
the Main Street of Tower, MN. Alex, an Iron Ranger through and through, was born in
Eveleth, MN on November 10, 1920. He was the son of Serbian Orthodox immigrants
from Lika, Croatia, the region where most Iron Range Serbs and Croatians originated.
He was a skilled carpenter, cabinet maker, a WWII Veteran, and a philanthropist who
believed in supporting cultural and immigration history projects.

Alex, along with his wife Mary and other friends, founded the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center (LVCC), a 501¢3 non-
profit organization. They obtained the historic Saint Mary's Episcopal Church in Tower and Alex lived just long enough
to see it moved it to its current site on Tower’s Main Street. He was a generous patron of this project and in his name
and honor we are raising $100,000 to finish the roof and “dry in” the building. Please help us.

Thanks! Your Support Makes It Happen!
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St Mary's Episcopal Church being moved from its original site to its new Main Street location as the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center.

vermilionculturalcenter.org

We have already raised over $30,000 and are requesting gifts of $1,000 from those of you who feel you can be patrons for
this project. Because that is a hefty amount, any donation will be welcomed. Many of Alex’s friends are combining efforts to
raise §1,000 through projects including: making a quilt to raffle, designing a major league sports wall display, providing two
property appraisals, boat rides, having a huge garage sale, doing a fall ice cream social’bake sale. Use your imagination.
Patrons Special Event....Those donating $1,000 or more will be honored at a reception at the Lake Vermilion
home of Clayton Halunen, hosted by Clayton and his sister, Dawn Lynn Johnson. This event will take place in the
spring or summer of 2021 or when Covid-19 allows.
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We thank the Iron Range Resource and Rehabilitation Board as well as the many generous donors who have made the current progress
possible. We also want to honor all of the LVCC board members and donors who have worked tirelessly to reach this point. The Lake
Vermilion Cultural Center should currently have $63,000 more in funds than we have in our account. However, due to Covid-19 we had to
postpone the Midsummer celebration and fundraising trips to Scandinavia and Australia as well as many local fundraising events.

* Postponing of all those efforts makes this 100th Birthday Fundraiser essential »

Send your memories and pictures of Alex to: LVCC, Box 659, Tower, MN 55790 or to: malexbati@gmail.com to post.
Give us fun ideas for your fundraising efforts. Watch the progress at the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center. THANK YOU!
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l Name:

Address: City: State: Zip:

Email: Phone:

D | would like to make a credit card donation, please call me for my card information
D | will contribute $ online at: lakevermilionculturalcenter.org

Ll1am including my donation check in the amount of §

L] 1 will contribute to S online at: GoFundMe

[] please call me about naming a space for a loved one in the LVCC




LVCC to host A Conversation with MN Supreme
Court Justice Margaret Chutich” on Zoom

40 programs. Due to COVID-19, they will soon

host their first event on Zoom. On September 14 at
2 p.m., “A Conversation with MN
Supreme Court Justice Margaret
Chutich” will take place. The format
will include some brief introductory
comments followed by panelists who
will ask Justice Chutich questions
about her path setting career as a fe-
male judge and attorney in Minnesota.

The Lake Vermilion Cultural Center has hosted over

Prior to serving on the bench, Justice
Chutich’s career included work in
private practice, as an Assistant United
States Attorney for the District of MN, as a Deputy At-
torney General in MN, and as an Assistant Dean for the
Humphrey School of Public Affairs, University of MN. She
was appointed to the MN Court of Appeals in 2012 (elect-
ed in 2014) by Governor Mark Dayton. In 2016 Governor
Dayton appointed her to the MN Supreme Court (elected
in 2018). Along with this stellar career, Justice Chutich
also has ties to the Iron Range. She had relatives in Hibbing
and spent many summers “Up North” as a child.

To register for this free Zoom event, send an email to the
LVCC at vermilionculturalcenter@gmail.com by Septem-
ber 11. You will receive a Zoom invitation the day before
the event.
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ADVENCURE

POSTPONED

s many of you know, the Lake Ver-
Amilion Cultural Center has spon-

sored several international tours as
fundraisers. They have proven very popular
and this year we had two planned, one to
the Nordic countries and one to Australia.
We have now been advised that we cannot
get into Australia for the foreseeable future
so that is canceled indefinitely. The other
trip to the Nordic countries was scheduled
for this September but will now be taking
place in September of 2021. The trip is
about half full and those same people indicate that they still want
to go. Several other people have now indicated that they would
like to join this wonderful tour also. Please consider joining us
and call Mary Batinich at 612-360-7079 for details and a full
schedule. We also have been invited to the country of Georgia in
2022. An itinerary is forthcoming for that trip.
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What is important to convey is that the loss of revenue from
these trips as well as the loss of the income from Midsummer
has seriously impacted our building fund. You could help us
with this project by making a donation to LVCC, PO Box 659,
Tower, MN 55790. Our grateful thanks.

Professor Edisher Savitski enjoyed a
visit to the Vince Schute bear preserve.
He was one of the performing artists at
the Northern Lights Music Festival this
summer and was so impressed with our
devotion to immigration history and the
performing and visual arts that he invited [®
us to his native country of Georgia for a
future fundraising tour. The trip will take
place in the summer of 2022 and would
include a concert performed by Edisher
in that mountainous country between
Turkey and Russia. It is an Orthodox
Christian nation and is famous for its
music, dance, culture, wines, cuisine

and downhill skiing. Edisher is a professor at the University of
Alabama and known internationally as a brilliant pianist. He has
performed and taught at this summer’s Northern Lights Music
Festival.

Pam Brunfelt takes seat on
the LVCC board

r I Yhe newest member of the Lake Vermilion Cultural
Center board brings a career-worth of experience
in education, historical society management, and

researching the history of the Iron Range.

Pam Brunfelt retired from teaching
history at Vermilion Community
College a little over a year ago. Since
then, she has been working to finish
her research about the importance
of Iron Range steel for the World
War II effort.

Now Brunfelt’s love of history and
education will help the LVCC as
they move into a new phase, creating ongoing com-
munity cultural, history, and arts programming to take
place at the still-under- construction cultural center on
Tower’s Main Street.

LVCC Board President Mary Batinich is excited to
have Brunfelt on the board, noting she adds a wealth of
knowledge and experience as the board looks to start
offering programs in the building.

The Lake Vermilion Cultural Center Board
Thanks You!
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Pam Brunfelt

Elaine McGiliviay ~ Jim Marttla LindaHaugen = Sue Elli

Special thanks to these donors who have funded
half the cost of the roof/entryway project

Right: Clayton Halunen

Below: Mary Batinich
and Barbara Forster

Bottom Right:
Jim Marttila and
Kathy Meyerle




Thank you to our LVCC volunteers...

Above: John Schuster in front of the original
siding and fishtail shingles.
Right: LVCC board member Don Erickson

shows Mitchell Waugh how to use the planer
for trimwork on the LVCC.

Above: Sue Ellis paints the reclaimed fish-
scale shingles which will be reinstalled on
the front entryway.

From left: Jed Accola, the
Prospectors Trail work crew,
Jen Killiam
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From left: Nancy Ernst,
Doug Workman,

Linda Kronholm, and
Jaynee Yocum.

Above: Volunteers Margaret Maki and
Donna Zorman help with newsletter
mailing.

Left: lowa State student Mitchell Waugh
carried the heavy doors up the steps to
stage them at the new entry.

Above: Former President of LVCC Board
Tom Sersha visits with Deb Prutsman,

2019 Midsummer featured performer.
Left: Jack Roddy mows the LVCC lawn.




Thank you to our volunteers and donors...

We have ‘“raised our roof”

Donations still needed:
We have*‘riaised half the cost of
hase

your support
makes it happen

Thank you to the Vermilion Park Inn in Soudan for
housing our LVCC office. They also host many of our
board and other meetings as well as providing a
pleasant place from which to mail our newsletters,
invitations for fundraisers and other mailings. The
LVCC is grateful for their hospitality.

LVCC Board Members Mary Batinich and Linda Haugen prepared and served a fundraiser
bridge luncheon hosted by Virginia Skarich.

Left: LVCC Secretary

Elaine McGillivray (left)

.| celebrates summer with

| Dawn Halunen Johnson and
Mary Walker during a LVCC
fundraiser.
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Dave Durrant presents a gift from his mother's
estate to LVCC board members Jim Marttila and Don
Erickson. His grandmother was from Finland and his
mother was a teacher, who wanted her funds to go to

education and cultural projects.




