
Entertainment And Education At The LVCC

On July 9, the LVCC hosted a chamber concert as part the
Northern Lights Music Festival concert series. e NLMF 
presented a program where faculty and young artists were heard
performing piano trios and string quartets. e NLMF has been
presenting concerts on the Iron Range for 20 years, but this was
the first time one of their concerts was hosted in Tower at St.
Mary’s Hall. Performers and audience members alike commented
on the beauty of the auditorium and the amazing acoustics, as
well as the talented young performers.

Each year we highlight different
countries or subjects at our
Midsummer fundraiser. e
summer of 2023 was no excep-
tion, and we were delighted to
feature Serbia, Croatia, and
Slovenia with cuisine and song.

Brothers Mike and Dan Skorich,
and  friend Joe Miskovich, barbecued
lamb and beef and served it along
with traditional Southern Slavic food
topped off with potica and strudel.
e lovely table settings and wait 
staff were provided by Linda Haugen
and her team of volunteers.

e entertainment was fabulous and
starred Californian Debbie Prutsman in
a Hello Dolly parody written by Patty
Phillips, Barb Baldrica, and accompanied
by Brenda Skorich on the piano. Mike 
Indihar led the audience in several 
Slovenian polka hymns which brought
happy memories to many of us.

e silent auction, co-chaired by Elaine McGillivray and
Jaynee Yocum, raised record funds as did the live auction
called by Steve Solkela. e highlight of the live auction
was a week's stay at an Alpine chalet in France donated by
Elizabeth and Sean Furrh of Dallas, Texas. Elizabeth's late
parents Elaine and Dennis Boom sang for many years in
our Midsummer choir. Janice Kimes wrote, narrated, and
directed the show.

Mike Skorich, Jill Wagoner &
Margaret Maki prepare food Deb Prutsman
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A Southern Slavic Midsummer
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Northern Lights Music Festival Youth Chamber Concert 

NLMF’s Barb Baldrica & Veda Zupancic 
welcomed by LVCC’s Elaine McGillivray

& Mary Batinich

Shephen Shen, violinist 
performing a solo 

e third biennial Art On e Lake art show was held July 29 and was 
preceded by a gala opening event July 28. Local and summer resident artists 
participated by selling their art and donating a portion of the proceeds to the
LVCC. is year’s event also honored the memory of Carol Brown, a long
time Lake Vermilion resident and artist, by raising funds for the LVCC in her
memory. A total of $5,347 was raised for this special memorial. e LVCC
wishes to thank the Art On e Lake committee and artists for their 
donations and for planning the memorial for Carol Brown. 

Art On The Lake 

The stage at St. Mary’s Hall with art displayed



The Peter Max Tapestry

When Madison Moorhead attended the Art On e Lake art show and the 
memorial honoring her great aunt, Carol Brown, she fell in love with the Peter
Max tapestry displayed there. It was originally designed and donated to 
Minneapolis Children’s Hospital years ago by the artist. She and her husband,
Jed McCabe, own a store in Colorado and felt the whimsical piece was a 
perfect addition to their business. Madison reports, “We are currently visioning
for and planning the opening of a second storefront in Denver.” eir donation
of $2,222 was added to the LVCC Carol Brown Memorial.

Generous Aussies Benefit LVCC 

In 1972, Janny King of Grand Rapids, Minnesota, moved to Australia to teach school and has returned each 
summer with her husband David Munzberg. ey became interested in the LVCC and have been generous donors
on many levels since. Last winter they hosted a small group of travelers at their home in Australia which netted
over $2,000 for our building fund.

On August 9-10, both Janny and David presented educational programs on life in Australia and their careers as
educators. Although retirees, they live a busy life involved with quilting and woodworking. Jan’s beautiful quilt
work has benefited the LVCC by raising hundreds of dollars in sales at Midsummer. We can't thank the 
Munzbergs enough for all of their kindness and generosity to the LVCC.

Janny Munzberg & a donated quilt. Janny teaching art projects to a
group at the Vermilion Park Inn

Madison Moorhead &
Jed McCabe

David with his
woodworking equipment

Steve Solkela & No Harm In Harmony 

On Tuesday, August 15, Steve Solkela performed his ever-changing
music comedy show. Steve calls himself the “Funny Finn from Palo,
MN.” He is a comedian and stuntman, and his performance was amaz-
ing. A very talented musician, Steve plays the accordion and several
other instruments. Aer a solo performance Steve was joined by fellow
musicians, father and son Greg and Zach Barnes. e trio is named, 
No  Harm in Harmony and they were a huge hit. ey sang and played
a variety of music from jazz standards, folk, Broadway, 
to rock power-ballads.  (L-R) Zach Barnes, Greg Barnes & Steve Solkela



More Music With The Sectionals 
e Sectionals performed for the third time at St. Mary’s Hall on 
October 17. e Sectionals is a group of eight singers of various ages
and backgrounds from around the Iron Range. While performing 
together in larger ensembles the group was created around the interest
of concentrated smaller vocal performance utilizing tight harmonies,
jazz-inspired music, and the flexibility of performing in a wide array of
venues across the state. ey gave another outstanding performance 
and again filled St. Mary’s Hall.  Members of the group commented on
how they like to perform in St. Mary’s Hall due to the wonderful
acoustics.  

I went to Minnesota, my Mama’s home, twice before she died. Once when I was too small to remember, the second
in 2003 to celebrate the centennial of her hometown, Northome. Since her death, I have visited countless times to
experience the magic, splendor, joy, and genuine goodness that IS Minnesota. Every time I visit,
the craziness of California life melts aways and the beauty of both landscape and people fill my
soul to overflowing. And I wonder…Do you all know what you have? Can you still appreciate
how incredible this place is? I always get that sense that you DO, and you are so willing to share
it. You fill me with giggles and delight, telling stories of times past and sharing the goodness of
the present. ank you! ank you for always welcoming me with open arms and giving me just a
glimpse of what Mama knew and loved. Minnesota is paradise and now feels more like home
than California ever has. ank you for that gi! I thoroughly enjoyed my two feature roles in
past Midsummers and hope to join you again in the future.

Nothin’ Better Than Time in Minnesota

As part of the LVCC’s ongoing education series, Valerie Mynnti gave a presentation, 
“A Personal Finnish Immigration Story” on September 19.  She talked about how the Finns
came to America with an already well-formulated cooperative ethos that emphasized the 
common good and mutual aid over narrow self-interest. is philosophy thrived on the Iron
Range.  She also shared photos and stories about  her family’s personal immigration history. 
Her presentation was preceded by a potluck supper and the LVCC welcomed many people to
the enlightening event.

Finnish Immigration And The Coop Movement

Val Myntti

Deb Prutsman

The Sectionals ensemble in St. Mary’s Hall with
Ryan Bajan-LVCC Treasurer, third from left

Stages of the Range Players wowed audiences
on September 10-12 with their performances
of  ese Shining Lives by Melanie Marnich.
e story's themes of labor law, social, and
women's history made for a thoroughly inspir-
ing evening.  It was the first play performed in
St. Mary's Hall and many positive comments
about the wonderful acoustics and facility were
expressed by audience members, cast and crew. Cast, crew & volunteer Tom Burns

work on the set for the upcoming production
Pete Pellinen in character on stage

during the show

Stages Of The Range Players 



Fresh Thoughts From Our Newest Board Member

Although this was my first summer contributing to the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center, it
was one full of a variety of fun events. e LVCC hosted concerts, a play, an art show and music
events, speakers, and our annual Midsummer gala. I have witnessed first hand how these gather-
ings have positively impacted the Tower-Soudan area and brought people together.

One thing that was prominent at each event was the range in ages of people who attended. It was
fun to see that anyone who came to the events truly enjoyed the presentations. Each occasion
provided an opportunity for laughter, learning, catching up, and meeting new people.

Attendees were in awe on how much progress has been made on the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center. Each time I
le an event, I was extremely proud of all of the hard work that Board members and volunteers have put into the
LVCC. It truly is something to be excited about. All of these unique events that are featured in this newsletter
show the variety of our entertainment and educational programs. e events uplied and brought together the 
community, and highlighted the rich history of St. Mary’s Hall. I am delighted to be a part of the future
of this organization. 

Maddy Zupancich

e 2024 event of Midsummer will sparkle with indelible memories of a dozen years of themed
dinners and performances. ey began in the original location of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
tucked in a neighborhood just off Tower’s Main Street and developed into the Lake Vermillion
Culture Center now a highly regarded presence located in full view as you enter the town from the
west and cross the bridge.

In the dozen years of performances, dinners, and the church’s relocation and refurbishing, the shows have highlighted
countries from France to Finland, the music of Broadway to the Minnesota State Fair, and an Americana pastiche
of tunes from “Home on the Range” to “I Le My Heart In San Francisco.”

Singers gather from this area to blend with those from the Twin Cities to form a chorus each year performing music
from Italian opera to Norwegian folk songs. e narrated shows describe the heritage of the location being high-
lighted along with staging and oen costumed performers to offer visual harmony.

e 2024 Midsummer will feature each year’s theme with a song from the show and a line or two from the 
performance narrative. Please join us for this trip down memory lane as St. Mary’s Hall will resonate again with 
another showstopper. We can’t wait to see you!

Janice Kimes-Midsummer Writer & Director; LVCC Board Member

Looking Ahead To Midsummer 2024

The Lake Vermilion Cultural Center is dedicated to community enrichment through education and the arts by offering quality 

programming and providing opportunities to showcase the rich cultural heritage of the area.

SAVE THE DATE FOR MIDSUMMER • JUNE 15, 2024

Note: e older members of the Lake Vermilion Cultural Center Board welcome Maddy with open arms and we joke that she lowers the 
average age of  the Board substantially. One of her new tasks is to complile a list of commerorative spaces in our building, 

lists of underwriters of stained glass windows, sponsors of benches, and other memorial details that need tracking and chronicling.

Janice Kimes


